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RAMP
Where do you Look for Risk?
Risk is about the future, not the past. Relying on historic measures of fund volatility or 
tracking error is just not good enough. You examine every aspect of your portfolio through 
formal risk systems that combine forward-looking assessments of market conditions and 
the best available information on what specific assets will make up your portfolio going 
forward. 

It can be daunting, we know. That’s why we created RAMP — Risk Assessment and 
Monitoring Protocol. With almost no effort from you or your team, you can have an  
enterprise view of risk with analyses from daily, monthly, and annual perspectives.  
You can even get email notification of policy violations in real time.

Here’s how it works: Each day we use our proprietary Northfield risk measurement 
techniques as we monitor your investment policy against our secure feed of your position 
and benchmark data. RAMP is built around Northfield’s Everything Everywhere™ 
model which can monitor millions of securities at the individual identifier level. Everything 
Everywhere is born from our belief that 100% of your fund assets must be reviewed 
regularly in granular detail, even complex derivatives and alternative assets. When we 
say Everything Everywhere, we mean everything, everywhere. 

Created Specifically for asset owners

Northfield designed RAMP knowing that asset owners look at risk differently. Unlike 
banks, which are highly leveraged and their liabilities are “at call,” your focus is on longer 
term risks, consistent with actuarial standards. Plus, the illiquid assets that often make 
up your portfolios matter and carry risk that’s just as important to monitor as liquid ones. 

Ramp risk assessments are:  

CONTEXTUAL – They consider the risk of your investment portfolio in absolute 
terms, relative to market benchmarks and financial goals such as pension liabilities or 
endowment spending rates.

CUSTOMIZABLE – RAMP can analyze different sub-portfolios within the overall 
fund separately or aggregated together in user defined groupings (such as asset 
classes, internal versus external management, liquid versus illiquid). 

HORIZON SENSITIVE – Both the analysis and the nature of reports can be varied 
to reflect long-term strategic risks, or near-term focus during periods of market stress. 
Both volatility and liquidity can be considered. 

RAMP is built around    
Northfield’s Everything Everywhere™ 
model which can monitor millions of  
securities at the individual    
identifier level.



RAMP Features
Everything Everywhere
At the foundation of RAMP is Northfield’s proprietary Everything Everywhere model 
which covers individual global equity securities, fixed income securities, derivatives and 
alternative assets. Anchored in ground-breaking portfolio theory, Everything Everywhere 
measures risk exposure with the highest degree of accuracy using intuitive real world 
systemic risk factors. The model includes 68 developed and emerging market countries 
with 57 currencies. Plus, we can set RAMP to take advantage of Everything   
Everywhere’s optional data sets: U.S. Munis, Collateralized Instruments,   
Derivatives, Real Estate, Private Equity, Mutual and Hedge Funds. 

Consulting
No one knows risk modeling better than Northfield. Our team of experts has hundreds of 
years of relevant experience. We are not a behemoth company with layers upon layers 
of people. We only do risk, which means you always have access to personal attention 
from senior risk experts, whenever it’s needed. They are available to give you whatever 
customized attention you need from finding the right metrics for your specific illiquid 
assets to helping you solve vexing investment questions unique to you. If you like, we can 
review and make recommendations based on the latest industry best practices and our 
decades of experience. We can even present your risk findings to your Board of Directors 
for you and answer their questions, no matter how complicated or technical. 

Reporting 
RAMP risk reporting places a very little burden on client staff. Risk analysis reports  
can be produced at daily, monthly, and annual perspectives that come to you in a full 
spreadsheet for easier to read graphics. They can even include automatic highlighting  
of key items such as compliance violations. 

Outsourcing Technology
Your data is safe during the RAMP process. Our technology partner, OpenFinance, is 
a trusted aggregator of financial information from a variety of institutions. They gather 
your data from your various custodians and deliver it to us for processing through RAMP. 
Once processed, your data is destroyed.

Implementation and Customization 
The good news is there is very little for clients to do when implementing RAMP. In fact, 
it’s really just a five-step process: 

 • Break down your overall fund into sub-portfolios and decide how they  
  are to be grouped in reports

 • Identify benchmarks for each sub-portfolio

 • Define your risk-related compliance policies 

 • Provide background data for any unique analysis of illiquid assets

 • And finally, instruct your custody bank(s) that Northfield is authorized  
  to receive portfolio holdings information

Once that is complete, it’s time to specify all the details that matter because your orga-
nization is different from everyone else’s. So RAMP lets you design and specify all the 
details that matter to you on day one and on all those that follow. Such as: 

 • Analysis and aggregation of sub-portfolios

 • Time horizon of risk assessment

 • Including or excluding the risk impact of liquidity from assessments

 • Different layers of granularity for analysis of non-traded assets

 • Specifying benchmarks for each sub-portfolio and aggregations benefit  
  liabilities and spending goals

 • Specifying risk compliance policies for each sub-portfolio and aggregate



Northfield

For more than three decades, Northfield has been modeling financial markets worldwide. 
Controlling billions of dollars, our clients are focused on getting the right answers to their 
most complex investment questions. 

We embrace complexity. In fact, nothing is too big or too complicated for us. Our work  
is based on years of groundbreaking and heralded research that continues to fuel 
forward-thinking technology and broad, customized content offerings. 

With decades of experience our team of experts is obsessed with providing detailed, 
comprehensive, and candid answers to the questions that will make you as successful  
as possible.

Learn More 

Through RAMP and Northfield’s Everything Everywhere model we ensure that all your 
assets are analyzed and that you and your board always have a clear understanding of 
your risk picture. 
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